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PH2 (NAC) Jeff Viano

Hitting the B

t wasaperfect day for a Mediterran'ean".Il told the HAC and me that we had struck and
I mission: sky clear, sea-state nothin broken our tailskid. Our forward position on the spot had
F head time early enough to get to'the ship and back placed thetailskid directly over the deck-edgecombing. |
by mid-afternoon. It wasmy first mission 6safresh POM had added too much back-stick on takeoff, forcing the skid
in my squadron. | was teamed up with an )-4HAC; our to hit the combing with enough sideward force to shear one
task wasto “hit” an AGF with somerandom supplies. r of the supporting strutsfor the skid and bend several other
That verb proved prophetic. F " parts. We set it down, inspected the damage, and flew back
'? After an uneventful transit to the ship, | surprised home later that evening. .
‘ myself with asweet |anding to the single aft spot of the Although internal corrosion inthe sheared strut had 3
AGF. Because of the size of 53 on the deck, th contributed to itsfailure, theimmediate cause of the £
~= L SE positioned us on touchdown with our nosewhee! accident was my excessive back-stick on takeoff. A rookie ™
, about eight feet forward of thetouchdown circle. Our tail mistake, but onethat could havebeen avoided. | hadbeen =
wasjust over the deck edge, which allowed enough room trying to practice good situational awarenessby takinginto «
_behind theaircraft to maneuver aforklift on and off the account our forward deck position and our uncertain -
= ramp. It also put the L SE and ship’s hangar eight feet brakes, but what | failed toincludein my little SA. calcula-
closer to methan | had been expecting. “Not aproblem,” ™ tionwasmy nugget-ness. My impressivetotal of five -
| thought. | would just be extra-careful to avoid any i Shipboardtakeoffsand dightly morethan 60 hoursinthe
forward drift on takeoff. Besides, the brakeswould beon. = MH-53E was|essthan adequate experiencefor trying to

/ Well, maybe not. While the crew offloaded cargo, we handle an unusual takeoff on my own. | was accompanied
/" had two uncommanded rel eases of the brakes. Now, with : by an experienced HAC and two experienced crewmen.
f guestionable brakes and an L SE and hangar uncomfort- Mentioning over |CS before takeoff that | intended to il

ably close, | had to avoid any fa  drift. 4 compensﬁtefoi our sitgation could have cued theHAC to
cerned but still confident that thetake guard against t ive back-stick and warned the
dedl. :

crew to keep aparticularly con ivewatch onthetail. =
Oncecleared, | initiated take [ i Ltjg. Goertner flies with HC-4. ¢
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